No Substitution Request:
The Pennsylvania State Police Justification for No Substitution Procurement of 55 Custom TCI Liberator II ARC rail on Liberator IV Communication Earcups and 55 TCI Tactical Enforcement Communication System (TECS) Headsets.   
Justification:
[bookmark: _Hlk517079125]The Pennsylvania State Police Special Emergency Response Team (SERT) tested several Tactical Headsets and found that a custom setup of the TCI Liberator II ARC rail on Liberator IV Communication Earcups to be the most beneficial combination to the team’s needs. The Liberator II ARC rail provided the best overall fit/use for high cut ballistic helmets and the Liberator IV Communication Earcup provided the best Digital Situation Awareness in all directions. SERT found the Tactical Headsets to provide exceptional hearing protection while also providing noise cancellation when needed. The noise cancellation feature is a must while conducting operations in the BearCat, Rook and Helicopter operations. The large push to talk button attaches to ballistic vests by either hook and loop or by clip. This provides SERT members with a variety of options to fit any operation and equipment configuration. SERT also found the clarity during radio communication to be extremely clear during barricades, warrant services and wooded terrain operations. Since communication is a key component of any tactical operation, it is a must to have noise reduction and clarity at its highest level. The TCI Liberator II ARC rail on Liberator IV Communication Earcups provide SERT members with this key component.     

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Liberator IV Communication Earcup tested possesses gel ear seals for exceptional comfort during long hours of use during lengthy barricades and wooded terrain operations.  The push to talk button was large and easily accessible which is essential during winter months while wearing balky gloves.  The radio cord was of a larger diameter and very durable.  TCI Liberator II ARC rail on Liberator IV Communication Earcups is FDE to include the cord and push to talk. This allows SERT members to better blend into their surroundings during wooded terrain operations.

The push to talk will be fitted with the connector to fit the APX 8000 portable radio that the Department is currently transitioning to. The push to talk will also be equipped to support the gas mask jack/cable which will allow clear communications while operating in a gas mask. The gas mask jack/cable is part of this procurement.

The TCI Tactical Enforcement Communication System (TECS) Headsets will provide SERT members another option for communication when an over the ear communication system is not feasible for an operation. When SERT is deployed to an incident, they must be able to self-sustain for any situation for any length of time. SERT found the TECS Headsets to receive and transmit communications in a clear manner while affording them situational awareness. The TECS system connects into the push to talk provided with this procurement which will allow SERT members to carry less gear with them.  

  
